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Well, God, who has hitherto done for you the best, makes me
yield gladly to what I think shall be for your best, and only
yourself I prefer at his hands before myself which I have ever
done and continue to do*"
The conscious transition from the stylised metaphor of the
first paragraph to "my wonted manner" in the second reads like
a quiet bit of fun at the expense of the epistolary idiosyncracies of
the time. It points up the better his genuine reverence for the
Majesty in his reader of which he is so conscious. The second
letter, dated four weeks later in apparently the same year, from
Teddington, runs:
"Thanks for sending so graciously to know how your poor
. eyes (OO) doth; I have hitherto so well found myself after
my travel, as I trust I am clearly delivered of the shrewd cold
that so hardly held me at my departure from you. I have
always found exercise with open air my best remedy against
those delicate diseases gotten about your dainty city of London,
which place, but for necessity, I am sorry to see you remain
about, being persuaded it is a piece of the sacrifice you do for
your people's sake, seeing it is not profitable for your own
health or to prolong your life, which ought to be most dearest
to us, your poor servants, how little soever esteemed of
yourself. My daily prayer shall be that God will make us
that way blessed, and I trust you will use those means by
which.it may be hoped for. I would gladly wish you were
ever where your ^^ are, but the ways are too foul for your
travel; a few fair days will amend this want; if when the
seasons serves, your determination holds to spend some time
abroad further from London, it shall be well begun now, but
I wish it had long before been put in proof. God grant you
may find as much good thereof as hereafter to reap the benefit
of the good^continuance of your desired health.
"You see, sweet lady, with how weighty matters I trouble
you; if there were other matters in me than well-wishing, I
would be as ready to pour it out to do you the least good as
I will ever have a most dutiful heart to wish you the most and
greatest blessings that God can give his anointed; so with
humble pardon craved for your poor old O D, they reverently
offer themselves as your vassals and creatures, praying the